
Our boat 
PROLIFIC

Prolific came into service for 
youth voyages with Ocean Youth 
Trust South in April 2017.
Prolific is a stunning vessel with real beauty 
and genuine character. She was built in 2005, 
as a tribute to the herring-fishing vessels in 
operation along the Norwegian coast during the 
19th century. 

She is a successor to the original Prolific, built in 
1891 as a Grimsby sailing trawler. In 1898 she was 
sold to Sweden and spent the next half-century 
fishing in the North Sea. At the end of the second 
world war she was sold to Estonian refugees not 
wanting to be repatriated to Russia, and undertook 
a harrowing voyage across the Atlantic with 69 
men and women and at least 10 children on board, 
eventually arriving in North Carolina. 

Her crew had no papers and the story goes that 
they pleaded for one night’s rest on board before 
being interviewed and possibly turned away. That 
night, Prolific sank in Wilmington Bay - people 
can speculate as to the cause but it did mean 
that the Americans had no choice but to let them 
stay! The crew were then taken to Ellis Island to be 
processed as immigrants. ”

“Being on this boat is probably the 
happiest I’ve been in months. I love 
how every activity we do on the 
boat is made into something fun.

alex, 17
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hybrid of 
historic design 
and modern-day 
construction

After working in Sweden and Norway for ten 
years, Prolific was bought by Ocean Youth Trust 
South in summer 2015.

She was then given a major refit to bring the vessel 
and her equipment up to date and to adapt her to 
OYT South’s requirements for voyages with young 
people. 

The current Prolific is a hybrid of historic design 
and modern-day construction. She is 32 metres 
long overall and generally sails with up to 12 young 
people plus eight adult staff and volunteers.

On deck, Prolific is a ketch, with a rig designed 
so that young people of different ages and with a 
wide range of abilities can safely take part in every 
aspect of sail handling and seamanship.

She has a spacious navigation area where young 
people can be actively involved both with traditional 
chartwork and modern electronic navigation.

Below deck, she has comfortable accommodation; 
a galley area where young people help to cook 
meals for the whole crew; and a huge saloon area. 
The saloon has a table big enough to seat the 
whole crew for meals, games, briefings and voyage 
planning.

OYT South was thrilled to have been able to bring 
this unique boat to the UK, where she can play a 
major part for many years to come in helping young 
people to develop the skills to succeed in life. ”“It’s a great experience, absolutely 

amazing! I enjoyed it because it was 
really fun being on a big boat.

adam, 13
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